MERLOT Meeting Minutes
November 5, 2009
Attendees:

McLellan, Jacquie-Plymouth CC
Brown, Lisa-North Shore CC/RR

McCollum, Robert-Franklin HampshireCC/RR

Sommer, Gayle-The Career Place

Gagnon, Cindy-Career Point

Lynn, Kevin-FutureWorks

Mcdonough, Tom-BerkshireWorks

Kelleher, Liz-WIA Association (via phone)

Akashian, Bruce – CC of Lowell

Burke, Matt-DSC Analysis & Reporting

Champagne, Paul-New Bedford CC
Deres, Ann – Franklin/Hampshire Northampton

Disla-Shannon, Norca – Rapid Response
Emanuel, Barbara-Berkshire Works/Pittsfield

McCarthy, John –WFC Worcester
Hoitt, Laura-Quincy CC

Kingman, Andrea-Brockton CareerWorks

Mueller, Bob-Plymouth CC
Narayanan, Hari – WFC Milford
Verdone, Brenda-WFC Southbridge

Minutes of October 9, 2009 
·  Approved
Review of Fall 2009 BSR Conference:

· BSR Conference Evaluations/Survey results were discussed.
· The possibility of a date change to November/December was discussed, but not agreed upon.
· Liz Kelleher called into the meeting to join the discussion.

· The “linkedIn” session was discussed as well as the possibility of a “Peer to Peer” session at the next conference.

· Liz suggested a Career Center Directors presence at the next BSR Conference.

· Liz also requested a ½ hour slot for her and Dave at the December MERLOT meeting
· Suggestions were tabled until the December meeting in order to properly assimilate survey data.
Career Center News

· Barb Emanuel of BerkshireWorks relayed information about the recent Partners Meeting and a discussion ensued on the MOBD
· A discussion on the next possible UI extension occurred as well as the prognosis for the WTF.

· Kevin Lynn of FutureWorks reported a negative reaction, regarding the program, from Springfield area businesses at a recent meeting. John McCarthy of Workforce Central Worcester shared positive anecdotal info regarding his recent experiences with Worcester area businesses and the fund.

· Bruce Akashian of the Career Center of Lowell stated that he had heard Vinnie Lopes would be assuming some of Joe Isles vacated responsibilities with DCS.
· WTF was anticipated to be funded on or about 11-16-09

· Brenda Verdone of WorkForce Central Southbridge, Kevin Lynn of FutureWorks and Laura Hoitt of the Quincy Career Center reported lower job seeker attendance numbers at recent job fairs.

· Lisa Brown of North Shore CC reported on Job Fair successes.

· Bob McCollum of F/H CC spoke about a Veterans Job Fair to be held on 11-18-09. John McCarthy expounded on WFC’s Veteran’s appreciation Job Fair of 11-13-09.

· Barb Emanuel of BerkshireWorks spoke about their Community Resource Fair which had only a 30 person turnout. The Plymouth CC held such an event and met with similar attendance. Bruce Akashian was contemplating canceling a like event at the Career Center of Lowell.

IT NEWS

· Mr. Burke presented the latest updates to JobQuest and led a discussion about the modifications.

· It was suggested that MERLOT invite a UI expert to discuss Employer/UI issues to a future meeting.

A general solicitation of future meeting topics was rendered to the group
MERLOT Leadership
Maddrey Goode was absent from this MERLOT, but Bob Mueller of the Plymouth CC acted in Maddrey’s stead as Facilitator and performed the duties with extreme efficacy and professionalism.

Next Meeting – December 4th – 9:30 – Worcester REB
Respectfully submitted  this day November Nineteen, Two Thousand Nine A.D.
By John McCarthy
