Massachusetts Employer Relations Learning Opportunity Team (M.E.R.L.O.T)

Meeting Notes – 12 October 2006


Attending:

	Lisa Brown
	Northeast Rapid Response
	Barb Emanuel
	BerkshireWorks – Pittsfield

	Peggy Colligan
	DWD, DCS, Information & Performance Reporting
	David Gadaire
	CareerPoint (Holyoke)

	Paul Champagne
	Wareham Career Center
	Kevin Lynn
	FutureWorks (Springfield)

	Norca Disla-Shannon
	Northeast Rapid Response
	Bob Mueller
	Plymouth Career Center


Dave Gadaire convened the meeting.  The minutes of the 9/7/2006 meeting haven’t surfaced yet from the office move for I&PR.  
Jobs First Day – October 4th 2006
The group exchanged Jobs First Day highpoints for their Career Centers.  One thing mentioned was the reimbursement of $470 to the Career Center does not cover the cost.  The newspaper ad alone costs $2,000.  This doesn’t take into account costs for food, brochures, give-aways, etc.
For Veterans’ Day, the first hour of all job fairs will be set aside for veterans.
MOSES Steering Committee

Plymouth complained how S-L-O-W MOSES was on Jobs First Day.  All areas reported problems on that day.
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) is trying to move into our system.  Let your directors know.  MRC lawyers are talking with our lawyers about confidentiality agreements.

Massachusetts Human Resources Division (Sandra Borders, Juanita Allen, Andrea Mitchell) and the Division of Career Services (DCS) are discussing better connections for jobs from Health & Human Services (HHS) agencies and Career Centers.

Next Year Focus
· Introduction to Business Services Representative training conducted regionally and continuously.

· Repeat conference.

· Market entire system.

Other

Dave will leave an outgoing message on his cell phone the early morning of a MERLOT meeting day, in case there is a weather-emergency.  (413) 531-6463.
Amount of junk email received through system reduces staff productivity on all levels.

MOSES Help, Links site has many web sites added that can be used as tools to help employers, entrepreneurs, and veterans become federal contractors, see contracts coming up.  This should be explained to all BSRs.

Use the http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsagencylanding&L=3&L0=Home&L1=Public+Safety+Agencies&L2=Massachusetts+Department+of+Correction&sid=Eeops link to Department of Corrections.  Click on the Masscor On-line Store link to bring you to all the products produced and sold by the Department of Corrections.  This can reduce costs to the Career Centers for certain items.
Next meeting

The November meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 11/2/2006, was cancelled.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 12/7/2006, at the Worcester REB conference room at 44 Front Street, 3rd Floor.
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