Massachusetts Employer Relations Learning Opportunity Team (M.E.R.L.O.T)

Meeting Notes – 6 April 2006


Attending:

	Bruce Akashian
	Career Center of Lowell
	Cindy Gagnon
	CareerPoint (Holyoke)

	Paul Anderson
	DWD, DCS, Information & Performance Reporting
	Andrea Kingman
	CareerWorks (Brockton)

	Wendy Babson
	ETRCC - Marlborough
	Chuck Masaitis
	ValleyWorks - Lawrence

	Lisa Brown
	Northeast Rapid Response
	Jacquelyn McLellan
	Plymouth Career Center

	Paul Champagne
	Wareham Career Center
	Bob Mueller
	Plymouth Career Center

	Norca Disla-Shannon
	Northeast Rapid Response
	Kevin Parham
	ValleyWorks - Lawrence

	Barb Emmanuel
	BerkshireWorks – Pittsfield
	Bob Power
	Workforce Central (Southbridge)

	David Gadaire
	CareerPoint (Holyoke)
	
	


Dave Gadaire convened the meeting.  The minutes of the 2/2/2006 meeting were approved.  Norca Disla-Shannon graciously recorded notes from today’s meeting.  Paul Anderson brought out the MERLOT packages for the April meeting.
BSR/ESR Conference
The upcoming BSR/ESR Conference has been confirmed for Wednesday, June 14, 2006 at the New England Laborers Union in Hopkinton, MA.  The conference will be held from 9am-4pm.  The group reviewed the draft agenda and the time schedules were agreed to.  Jane Edmonds, Susan Lawler, Ranch Kimball and Rosemary Chandler will all be in attendance.

8:30 – 9:15  Registration/Continental Breakfast/Networking

9:15 – 9:30  Introduction/Welcome, -David G to give opening remarks, Jane Edmonds will then introduce Ranch Kimball (further discussion on this will occur at the May Meeting)

9:30-10:45  1st session – a presentation by the Biz team, who will be asked to bring at least 50 copies of their packets.  

11:00-12:30  2nd session – Yean-Ai Long will be presenting, the group would like her to discuss a Master Directory of Materials and if she could bring 50 copies (1 per career center).  They group would like her to discuss the following:

How to access the materials

Commercials

Public Service Announcements

How to access the Web page for events and what lead time her dept. needs to post those events

Q& A session

12:30-1:15  Lunch & Networking- The group wants lunch to be a networking opportunity instead of having a speaker (all sessions will be held in same room)

1:15-1:45  Business Service Manager (if hired by then) to give an overview of Business Services, if person isn’t yet hired, then maybe Susan Lawler could have someone speak about the BSU.  

1:45-3:15  Legal session – Mike Brown – Attorney, who was going to be one of the presenters cannot be there on the 14th of June, he’s going to try to get someone from his firm to present.  Bruce Akashian is working with them.  Andrea Kingman is going to work on getting someone from the Attorney General’s Office, possibly Judy Stevens.  Barb Emanuel is having an event tomorrow 4/7/06 in which the Attorney General’s Office will be there, so she will speak to them about Andrea giving them a call about the 14th.  Wendy is working on getting State Attorney’s Bob Ganong, DWD and Robert Newcomb.  Discussion about this session centered on it being a Panel where the possible topics would be:

Attorney General:
Fair and Labor Practices (Jay Clark)




FMLA/Hiring & Firing documentation




Discrimination




Immigration issues/background checks (CORI)




Temp Agencies-Legal agreements




Confidentiality




Resources for Referrals

Next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 5/4/2006, at the Worcester REB conference room at 44 Front Street, 3rd Floor.
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